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The congressional agents of the protected in-
dustries were confronted by an exacting situation.
The country was at peace but it was still burdened
by war taxes although the Government did not
need the accumulating revenue and was actually
embarrassed by its excess. The President had al-
ready made himself the spokesman of the popular
demand for a substantial reduction of taxes. Such
a combination of forces in favor of lightening the
popular burden might seem to be constitutionally
irresistible, but by adroit maneuvering the con-
gressional supporters of protection managed to
have the war rates generally maintained and in
some cases even increased. The case is a typical
example of the way in which advantage of strategic
position in a governmental system can prevail
against mere numbers.

By the Act of May 15, 1882, a tariff commission
was created to examine the industrial situation and
make recommendations as to rates of duty. The
President appointed men who stood high in the
commercial world and who were strongly attached
to the protective system. They applied them-
selves to their task with such energy that by De-
cember 4, 1882, they had produced a voluminous
report with suggested amendments to customs laws.